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' PREFACE 


© Sas is wery little Occaſion to ac- 

quaint the Publick with the ſeem- 
ing Contradiction of my Title. Thoſe 
| that have read the Charge drawn up by 
Mr. Sykes againſt Dr. Sherlock, will 
eaſily gueſs at my Meaning. Others, 
who are Strangers to the Controverſy, 
and unacquainted with the Ferſon, will 
be apt to think that either the Confe- 
rence was real Fact, or that I am ſome 
Whimſical Gentleman, who have a Mind 
to divert the Town with an out- of. the- 
way Method. But the Truth is, I am 
neither given to Whimfees 4 nor is my 
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Deſign to divert , but really improve 
Mankind. And in the firſt place, 

Reader is to perſuade himſelf, that the 
Dean of Chicheſter, and the Maſter of 
the Temple, are — — Fer- 


ſon r. 
Every Man may be conſider'd under 


Three Stations „ in which he receives 
Three different Beings : A Natural Be- 
ing ; a Moral Being ; and a Politick 
Being. Phyſicians are of Opinion, that 
the Natural Being, or Conſtitution of 
Man's Body, alters every Seven Tears: 
His Moral Being may alter every day : 
And his Politick Being commonly al- 
ters, as often as it receives a ſtrong Im- 
pulſe from Intereſt. 

As to Dr. Sherlock's Natural Being, 
there can ſcarce be a total Alteration ſince 
November 5. 1712. becauſe the Criti- 
cal Number of Seven Tears is not yet 


CO 
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PREFACE. iij 
| compleat. Tho ſometimes Plenty and 
high Feed do accelerate the Change, 


and cloath a Perſon with à new Indi- 


| | viduation before the uſual Time ; as ſe- 


* veral Phyſicians, more re fin d in their 
1 Speculations, do make a ver) probable 
2? Conjecture. 
As to the Dr. Moral Being, both 
1 Chriſtianity in general, and the Bango- 
4 rian Principles in particular, will not 
permit me to deliver my ſelf upon that 
Head For a Moral Being conſiſting 
in a good or bad Life, it is not per- 
1 ceptible to the Eye ; and depends ſo 
upon Minutes , that we cannot judge 
but upon great Uncertaint ies. 
A Man's Politick Being is ſomewhat 
more expoſ ed to View. Thoſe that are 
1 growing in their Fortunes, are ſeen to 
| move briskly forwards ; but ſuch as are 
arrived at a pretty competent Politick 
Bulk, 
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Bull, ſo as to ſit Very eaſy in their | 
Station, they are ſomething ſlower in 
their Motions , and may talk of a&- | 
ing dliſiutereſtedlyj with a better Air. 
But I ſhall make no Application. 
What I have to ſay, is, That Men 
hace ſeveral Sorts of Beings ; and theſe * 
Beings are really changeable. A Slen- © 
der Gentleman , who after ſome Tears | 
has a large Funt Belly, is not the ſame 
he was before. St. Paul, after his Con- 
verſion, ſays, He was not the ſame Man; 
viz. He had put off the Old Man, and # 
put on the New. And in regard of o 
-Politicks, who will ſay that the Duke * 
of Ormond ig the ſame Man at Ur- 
bino, he was formerly at Vigo. And 
if Dr. Sherlock be the ſame Man now 
in 1717, he was when he preach'd his | 


Sermon in 1712. the Dialogue ſhall be 
Judge. | 
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1 ſoall not pretend to make his Con- 
ſcience ſubje& to the Laws of my Pen. 
I am a Diſciple of the Biſbop of Ban- 
gor. Now bis Lordſhip will not al- 
low the Legiſlature it ſelf to pronounce 
2 pon Conſcience ; much leſs is a pri- 
date Capacity to pry into thoſe Secrets. 
I will therefore leave the Dr.'s Natu- 
ral Being to the Phyſicians, and his 
Moral Being to God alone. But as 
. Kor his Politick Being, I muſt take it 
a while under Conſideration ; not by at- 
tac king his Thoughts, merely as Thoughts ; 
or by the unfair Method of Fixing 
Conſequences upon him, as he has treat- 
el the Biſhop of Bangor. But I will 
fon ſidler bis Thoughts, as they are broke 
* Forth into flaming Contradictions. He 
is Pall challenge, fight, and overcome bin 
ſelf; and ſo by dying by bis own Hands, 

fave Mr. Sykes and the Biſhop of Ban- 


gor 


i PREP ACE 
gor the Trouble of any farther Engage- 
ment. This Downfal I ſuppoſe he fores | 
ſaw, when (with a Prophetick Spirit) 
he promiſed never more to meddle with 
this Controverſy, of reconciling his Ser- 
mon with his late Attempts again ft the g 
Biſhop of Bangor's Doctrine. But 1 
will proceed to the Dialogue. Y 
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EAN of Chicheſt er. Tis evidently 
the Magiſtrate's a as he 1s Vice- 
gerent of God, to maintain the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion. Anſwer to a Let- 
ter, P. 7. 

Anl. Maſter of the Temple, If Men act as 
if they were honeſt, he has no Reaſon to look 
any farther. Conf: derations, p. 27. 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. A Law regard- 
ing outward Actions only, is no Rule of Juſtice 
or Reaſon; and therefore cannot be a proper 
Direction for a Moral Agent; nor a proper 
Law for Men. Conſiderations, p. 38. 

Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. The Govern- 


Obj. 


ment of this World is not concern'd in the 


Internal Part; for if Men act as if they were 
honeft, the Peace and outward Order of the 
World will be ſecured, though their Hearts 
are perverſe. Sermon, Jan. 31, 170% p. 7. 
Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. It will not ſerve 


your Lordſhip's Purpoſe, to ſhow that the 


giſtrate is concern'd with Outward Actions 
only, without regard to the Inward Principles. 
Conſt derations, p. 22. 
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v PREFACE | 
gor the Trouble of any farther Engage- 
ment. This Downfal I ſuppoſe be fore- 
ſaw, when (with a Prophetick Spirit) 
he promiſed never more to meddle with | 
this Controverſy, of reconciling his Ser- 
mon with his late Attempts againſt the © 
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Obj. D N of Chicheſter. Tis evidently 

the Magiſtrate's oor, as he is Vice- 

gerent of God, to maintain the Ho- 

nour of God and Religion. Anſwer to a Let- 
ter, p- 7. 

Anl. Maſter of the Temple. If Men act as 
if they were honeſt, he has no Reaſon to look 
any farther. Conſiderations, p. 27. 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. A Law regard- 
ing outward Actions only, is no Rule of Juſtice 
or Reaſon ; and therefore cannot be a proper 
Direction for a Moral Agent; nor a proper 
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Ani. Maſter of the Temple. The Govern- 
ment of this World is not concern'd in the 


Internal Part; for if Men act as if they were 
honeſt, the Peace and outward Order of the 


World will be ſecured, though their Hearts 
are perverſe. Sermon, Jan. 31, 170% p. 7. 


Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. it will not ſerve 


your Lordſhip's Purpoſe, to ſhow that the 


Magiſtrate is concern'd with Outward Actions 


only, without regard to the Inward Principles. 
Conſi derations, p. 22. 
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Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. When the Ma- 
giſtrate calls a Man to an Account for his 
Actions, I cannot ſee that it is ſo much as his 
Duty to enquire, whether the Man took what 
he did to be a Part of his Religion, or whe- 
ther he follow'd the Dictates of his Conſci- 
ence, or no- What can the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate have to do with ſuch Queſtions? Or 
how can he arrive at any Evidence concerning 
the Truth of theſe Matters. Sermon, No- 
vember 5. 1712. p. 13. : 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. I ask, Upon 
what the Enquiry is founded in Criminal Ca- 
ſes, whether the Thing was done animo pro- 
ditorio, or no? If this be a proper Enquiry, 
it muſt terminate in judging of the Man's Dif. 
poſitions, and the Motives on which he acted. 
Conſiderations, p. 22. | | 

Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. A Man under 
a a Criminal Accuſation might as well refer him- 
ſelf to what is done in the MoguPs Country, 
as to what paſled at that Time in his own un- 
anſwerable Heart; and the Magiſtrate might 
with much more Reaſon admit the Evidence 
in one Caſe, than in the other. Sermon, 
November 5. 1712. p. 14. 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. Are thoſe Points 
not fit to be promoted by Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, to which God himſelf has annexed 


Rewards and Puniſhments ? Anſwer to a Let- 
ter, p. 8. 


Anſ. 
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Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. The Church 
has no Right to impoſe Penal Laws upon any 
Account-in- Matters purely of a Religious Na- 
ture; the State has no Right neither. Sermon, 
November 5. 1712. p. 12. | 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. Becauſe Virtue 
and Charity, and the contrary Vices, ſhall be 
rewarded and puniſh'd hereafter, muſt the 
World be torn in Pieces, in the mean while, 


without Remedy? And will it be ſufficient for 


the Magiſtrate to ſay, when he is call'd upon 
to puniſh the Offences againſt Virtue and 
Charity, 'This 1s Religion: Theſe are Laws of 
Chriſt : He has annex'd Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to them hereafter, and I will have no- 
thing to do with them? Anſwer to a Letter, 


p. 24. 0 

Ant Maſter of the Temple. They muſt 
anſwer to God, for perverting Religion; and 
to the Magiſtrate, for diſturbing the Publick. 
Sermon, November 5. 1712. p. 15. | 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. All Magiſtrates 
that I ever read or heard of, do conſider Ex- 
ternal Actions not merely as ſuch, but as 
Symptoms and Indications of the Internal Dif- 
poſition. Conſiderations, p. 28. 

Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. The Civil Ma- 
giſtrate has a Temporal Power; and the Peace 
and Order of this World are his Care and 
Concern. *Tis his proper Buſineſs to conſider 
the Actions of Men, with regard to Publick 

B 2 Peace 
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Peace and Order, without reſpecting from what 


Internal Principle they flow. If the Actions 
of Men are ſuch, as tend to diſturb the Peace, 
or deſtroy the Frame of the Government over 
which he preſides, whether they proceed from 
Conſcience or not, he's not bound to conſider, 
nor indeed can he: But *tis his Duty to punifh 
and reſtrain them. Sermon, November 5. 1712. 
P- 10. 


Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. The Outward 
Action is rarely confider'd, but as an Indication 
of the Inward Diſpoſition; and upon the 
Diſpoſition ſo manifeſted, the Judgment is 
form'd. Conſiderations, p. 24. 

Anſ. Maiter of the Temple. In this Queſti- 
on of the Magiſtrate's Right, it matters not 
what a Man's Opinions are, or how well, or 
how ill a Man's Conſcience is inform'd. An- 


ſwer to a Letter, p. 48. 


Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. This Paſſage [| in 
the Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon] ſeems to deny 
all Authority to the Church ; and under Pre- 
tence of cxalting the Kingdom of Chriſt, to 
leave it without any Viſible Human Authority 
to Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh Offenders, in 
Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Salvation. 
Report of the Committee, p. 5. oh 

Anſ. Maſley of the Temple. Temporal Pu- 
niſnments are not proper to enforce the Laws 
and Edicts of Chriſt's Kingdom; for ſince the 
Kingdom 1s not of this World, the Power be- 


longing 
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longing to this Kingdom cannot be of this 
World. Sermon, November 5. 1712. p. 8. 

Obj. Dean of Chicheſter. As if becauſe they 
ſhall hereafter be diſtinguiſh'd by Rewards and 
Puniſhments by the Great Judge, therefore the 
* Magiſtrate were excluded from interpoſing 
with Rewards and Puniſhments to diſtinguiſh 
them here. Report of the Committee, p. 17. 

Anſ. Maſter of the Temple. The Magiſtrate 
nas nothing to do with Conſcience; and there- 
fore on one hand, he has no Right to bring 
Conſcience to the Bar, to puniſh the Errors or 
Miſtakes of it, or to cenſure even the Actions 
[Fab proceed from it, unleſs they affe& the 


7 Publick Good. Sermon, November 5. 1712. 
p- 14. 

' 8 Gb. Dean of Chicheſter. He miſtakes the 
Nature and Tendency of Negative Diſcourage- 
ments; which are not meant as Inſtruments of 
Perſuaſion to thoſe who diſſent from the 
Church, but merely as a Security to the Church 
from thoſe who wou'd deſtroy it Nega- 
tive Diſcouragements are no more Inſtruments 
of Perſuaſion, than Locks and Bolts are In- 
| ſtruments of making Men honeſt ; becauſe 
| 


they ſerve to ſhut the Door againſt ſuch as 

wou'd force in to ſpoil you of your Goods. 

Anſwer to a Letter, p. 20. 

' Anſf. Maſter of the Temple. The Honour 
of God is beſt conſulted, by complying with 
the gracious Deſigns of his Providence; and 

the 
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the Honour of Religion beſt ſecured, by pro- 
moting the Ends of it. And fince our Saviour 
has told us, that the Deſign of his Coming in- 
to the World, and the End of the Religion he 
taught, was not to deſtroy, but ſave Mens 7 
Lives; there can be no greater Indignity of- 
fer'd to God, no greater Contempt ſhewn of 
Chriſt, or Blemiſh caſt upon Religion, than to 
make Religion, which was defign'd to ſave Þ 
Men, the Means and Inſtrument of deſtroying * 
them. The Argument reaches to all Methods 
both Negative and Poſitive Diſcouragements) 1 
of propagating Religion, which are hurtful or 
injurious to Men, as well as merely to the 
deſtroying them by Fire and Sword: For the # 
Son of Man no more came to injure and abuſe ' 
Men, than he did to deſtroy them. And the 
Argument is equally ſtrong againſt injuring or 
abuſing our Fellow-Creatures, in order to pro- 
pagate the Faith, as it is againſt deſtroying 
them. Sermon, November 5. 1712. 2 
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Here is a rich Specimen of the Dean of, 
Chicheſter's Inconſiſtencies; where there can be 8 
no room for Complaints upon Account of 
Miſrepreſentation, ſceing he has had the Pri- i 


vilege of anſwering his own Objections in his 
own Words. Had I made ule of the vulgar 1 
Methods of bringing in Perſons guilty of, 
Self. Contradiction, by drawing Inferences, tor- 1 
turing 


EE 
turing Expreſſions, declaiming upon general 
Tendencies, or aſſumed unto my {elf an abſo- 


ute Authority to interpret his Meaning ; it 
might have occaſion'd another Excreſcency of 
Controverſy ;, (as the Dean is pleaſed to ſtile 


2 the Debate between him and Mr. Sykes : ) 
o But | believe he will be found to have gi- 
de Len himſelf a mortal Blow, ſo as never to 


pe able to riſe again; and, tho' to his own 


15 Coſt, has acquir'd unto himſelf the Title 
pf the Boldeſt Champion of the High. 
2 Thurch. 


There is no Writer but may be ſome- 
times aſleep, and ſuffer unguarded Expreſſions 
to drop from his Pen, ſo as not to be very 
conſiſtent with himſelf : But to draw up a 
hole Body of Arguments againſt a Man's 
elf, is downright Infatuation, and an evident 
ymptom of a dying Cauſe. I will take the 
Liberty to give the World a ſhort Recapitula- 
tion of this ſe!-deftruive Syſtem. | 


of © Sometimes he tells us the Magiſtrate is 


be God's Vicegerent ; and that the Cauſe of Re- 
of Eeion 1s his Buſineſs. Other times he ſays, 
l. be has nothing to do with Mankind in that 
his Reſpect; it being ſufficient to anſwer his Pur- 


pole, 1f Men only appear honeſt. 

One while he makes the Civil Power to in- 
ſpect the Morality of Mens Actions; ano- 
5 ther 
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$I 
ther while, it is not at all concern'd with the 
inward Part. 
Now the Magiſtrate is to have Regard to 
Principles ; anon, He has nothing to do with! 
ſuch Queſtions. | | 
In one Place, the Judge is to enquire into 
a Criminal's Diſpoſitions ;, in another Place, He 
has no more Buſineſs upon that Score, than to 
enquire what was done in the Great Mogul'i 
Country. - 
Sometimes the Dean puts God and the Ma. 
giſtrate upon the ſame Foot, as to Puniſhing 
and Rewarding good and bad Actions: Ther 
N again he forgets himſelf, and affirms, Tha 
i neither Church nor State have any Authority 
i to puniſh Men on account of Religion. 
f In his Anſwer to Mr. Sykes, The Worl 
| will be torn to pieces, if the Magiſtrate has n 
Authority to puniſh the Offender for his Vic 
In his Sermon, he has found a Diſtinctiog 
which puts the Controverſy in a true Light} 
viz. The Offender is only anſwerable to God 
for perverting Religion; and to the Magiſtrate 5, 
for diſturbing the Publick. ky 
Sometimes Actions are Symptoms and Indi 
cations of the inward Diſpoſitions; and b. 
this means Conſcience becomes the Magi 
firate's Care. Again; He is to have no Re 
gard from what Principle they flow. 


i Th 
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hey The Dean in his Conſiderations, tells us, 
Judgment is to be form'd according to the in- 
to ard Diſpoſitions. In his Anſwer to Mr. Sykes; 
1thY*Tis not the Queſtion , what Mens Opinions 
are, or how their Judgment is inform'd. 
nto® In the.” Repreſentation of the Committee : 
The Church is wrong'd in her Power, be- 
N 00 caufe the Biſhop of Bangor will not allow her 
l to puniſh. Offenders. In the Dean's Sermon 
The Laws and Edits of Chriſt cannot be en- 
Forced by Temporal Puniſhments. 
in ;he Repreſentation of the Committee: 
Good and Bad Actions may be pruniſh'd and re- 
haJwarded even in this Life. In the Dean's 
ric Sermon; They belong to another Bar. 
In fine; one while the Dean is of Opini- 
on, That Diſſenters may be puniſh'd by Ne- 
gative Diſcouragements, (which implies Ruin- 
Ice ing them in their Fortunes, Education, &c. 
nog belides Starving them, which is alſo a Nega- 
Int tive Puniſhment. ) At other times he relents, 
300 and affirms, That all Arguments againſt Perſe- 
rate cution, are as ſtrong againſt all other Methods 
of Injuring our Fellow- Creatures, as againſt 
taking away their Lives. 


But I have no Occaſion to open the Dean's 
Stile, ſeeing his O/jections and Anſwers are 
remarkable almoſt for a Literal Sameneſs. 


And it ſeems, he is not averſe himſelf irom 
| acknowledging an unlucky Sunilitude of Ex- 
C preiſion. 
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preſſion; But then he thinks this is no Pre- | 
judice to his Cauſe, For (Pag. 35.) in An-. 
ſwer to a Lettes, he comforts himſelf in this 
manner. Suppoſe ( ſays he) now that the © 
0 Paſſages produced out if his Lord -4 s Sermon, | 
li and out of mine, do agree in Words; yer + 
li what is this toward; ſhewing , that his Lord- © 
; ſhip and I are in the ſame Sentiments; ſince | 
He ſpoke of one Thing, and I of another > © 
Tis to be hoped "the Dean does not enter- 
| tain a Jeſuit in his Family; for I do moſt | 
vehemently ſuſpe& he has a "Deſign to ſtrip ® 
| * 8 DY 
1 Words of their uſual Signification, and (by 
| ſome Mental Reſervation ) work himſelf out [ 
0 of the Toil. However, becauſe 'tis poſſible 
| a Man may make uſe 'of the ſame Words, 
N and not have the ſame Meaning with ano- 
ther; the Dean ſhall have Liberty to urge 
that Plea, C 
Now what he alledges to prove the Diffe- 
| rence of his Sentiments, tho his Language be 
0 the fame, runs chiefly upon theſe. Fr ; 
Heads. LES . 4 


Firſt, He alledges, That he only" . | 
fl the Church from having Authority to puniſh 
| the Conſcience by Temporal Puniſhments : * 
0 Whereas his Lordſbip denies that Authority, | | 


both to the Church and Civil Magiſtrate. 


Y 
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Secondly, The Biſhop is againſt Negative 
Mis Diſcouragements upon Account of Religion ; 
be the Dean againſt Poſitive Diſcouragements. 

a | Thirdly, The Biſhop: ſpeaks of Penalties in 
J. regard of ſuch as already believe the Late. 
ce The Dean ſpeaks of Penalties, in order to 
force thoſe that don't yet believe. 


mA | Before. I anſwer diſtinctly to every Head, I 
rip muſt take the Freedom to obſerve, That tho' 
by theſe Differences were real, yet they are not 
wr ſufficient to ſhew a Diſagreement between the 
ble Biſhop of Bangor and the Dean, only as to 
1s What relates to theſe particular Matters, 
0. There are ſeveral other Points, in which the 

Dean is at Variance with himſelf, in his Ser- 


Ci .. #4 
e mon, and his Writings of a later Date: But as 
re. to theſe mention'd, 
* | | 


The Firſt Head of Diſagreement, is, That 
127 ; the Dean 4 not 1 the Civil Magi- 
ftrate of a Power to reſtrain Errors in Faith 
les by 1emporal Puniſhments, The cantrary is 
iſh manifeſt from ſeveral Circumſtances. In the 
ts : firſt place, If he does not exclude the Autho- 
g rity of the Civil Magiſtrate in Puniſhing Con- 
ſcience, his Argument can be of no Force 

againſt the Papiſts, when he pretends they 
tn, are miſtaken in a ks ſuch a N 
5 2 tne 


' ſume to run down the Eftabliſh'd Faith of 
a Nation; when the Civil Sanctions are vio- 


o | 7» 
the Church. The Papiſts will reply, That 


the Church does not puniſh Conſcience: ; but 
only deliver the Offender up to the Brachium 


Seculare: That the Law of the Inquiſition is 


not a Church- Law, but a Civil Sanction; like 
that not many Years ſince in En land, De 
Heretico Comburendo, That the Conſcience 
is rather puniſh'd by Negative than Poſitive | 
Puniſhments, That Errors of Conſcience are (1 
not puniſh'd merely as ſuch, but becauſe they 
diſturb the Publick Peace: For who will + 
pretend, ſays the Papiſt, that the Publick © 
Peace is not diſturb'd ; when Perſons pre- 


lated, which preſcribe Uniformity in Faith, 
Gc. ? Either, therefore, the Dean muſt own © 
his Argument to be inconcluſive againſt the | 
Papiſis; or he muſt deny the Civil Magiſtrate * 
has any Authority to puniſh Conſcience, in the 
{ime Senſe with the Biſhop of Bangor. a 

Again: The Dean is obliged to have the 
ſame Meaning with the Biſhop, from the ve- 


ry Nature of his Arguments , whereby he ex- 


cludes the Church from having a Power to 1 


puniſh Conſcience by Temporal Puniſhments. * 
All his Arguments run upon this Principle; 
That the Church being a Spiritual Kingdom, 
her Miniſters. are not qualified to make uſe of 
Temporal Methods, in order to propagate her | 
Intereſt, And is not this Principle equally ö 
ſervice- 


L 13.0 
4 ſerviceable to intapacitate the Civil | Magi. 
ſtrate ? Either the Civil Magiſtrate is a Mi. 
} niſter of Cprifi's Spiritual Kingdom, ori he is 
is not. If he is, the ſame Arguments exclude 
him, which - exclade the Church from uſing 
; Temporal Putniſhments. If he is not | a Mini- 
ſter of Chri#fs Spiritual Kingdom; it will lie 
upon the Dean do ſhew, How he can intro 
> duce Sanctions imo 4 Kingdom:; when be is 
not a Miniſtet! 2 And how a Civil Magiſtrate 
is better qualified to interfere in -Spivirual 
Matters, than one who is actually a Spiritual 
4 Miniſter 2 There is the fame Diſproportion 
between a Civil Putiſhment and a Spiritual Of- 
7 fence, as between à Spiritual Power and a Ci- 
vil Puniſhment. The Reaſon runs true in 
botli Reſpects: And upon this Account, his 
Lordſbip equally 1 both Church and 
Staté from infliting Temporal Puniſhments 
for Spiritual Faults: And if the Dean denies 
one, and affirins the other, (as he has done 
in his Plea Y" he argues incoherently. But 
ve- this is not all. The Dean is ſo unfortunate, 
1 as even in expreſs Words to declare, That the 
Civil Magiſtrate enjoys no Right to puniſh 
bg ! Conſcience. [ Sermon, Nov. 5. 1712. p. 12.] 
le; The Church bas no Right to impoſe Penal Laws 
m, { (upon any Account) in Matters purely of 4 
of | Religious Nature : The State bas go Ree net- 


ner F ther. 
But 
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But now the Dran inſiſts; that he expound- 
ed his own Meaning, p. 9. of his Sermon 3 


4 
1 
0 


4 
1 
1 


a 


when he ſays, That it ought to be remem- 


ber d, that the Arguments from the Nature of 
Religion , and.. Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom, 
againſt the Uſe of Temporal. Puniſhments, . are. 
conclufive only as to the * Miniſters of | that 
Kingdom ;, and cannot extend to the, Givil. 
Magiſirate, By which Obſervatian, he hopes 
to 8 underſtood ſo, as if he ſtill reſerved a 
Liberty to the Magiſtrate to uſe Temporal 
Puniſhments in Matters of Conſcience. But 
can the Dean perſuade the World, that Argu- 
ments ſhall not have their true and natural 
Force? No: I have made it appear, that they 
muſt be concluſive both ways. But the 
Truth is, this Caution of the Dean's has no 


Relation to what we are about. All he meant 


at that Time, was, That his Arguments did 
not hinder the Civil Magiſtrate from appoint- 
ing Temporal Puniſhments in his own King- 


dom, by reſtraining the outward Practice of 


Vice. But a Perſon in Danger of being 
drown'd , catches hold of every Thing to 
fave his Life. ©2617); I 


The Second Article of Difference, mention'd 
by the Dean, is, That his Lordſhip 1s 
againſt Negative Diſcouragements, (or Puniſh- 
ments) the Dean againſt Poſitive * | 

ut 


* 


1 winnen . 11 


1500 
1— N But this is a mere Amuſement to puzzle 
5 the Cauſe, and no Ground to infer a Diſ- 
agreement in Sentiments. Let the Puniſh- 
ment be Negative or Poſitive, ſtill it is a Pu- 
niſhment. 1401 ä 

The Controverſy is not about the Quali- 
ty or Degrees of Puniſhment, but about 
' } Puniſhment in general. If the Nature of 
' © Chriff's Kingdom be ſuch, as not to admit 
of Temporal  Puniſhments ; it excludes both 
: Poſitive and Negative Puniſhments. And if 
the Dean's Arguments are good, which he 
forms from the Spirituality of Chriſt's King- 
dom, they generally exclude all Sorts of 
„ Temporal Puniſhments. So that notwith- 
ne ſtanding this Glorious Diſtinction of Paſi- 
tive and Negative, the Dean and his Lord- 
F \ ſhip are at a perfect Agreement, as to the 
id : Repugnancy between Temporal Puniſhments 
ate and Spiritual Faults. 
Se) Beſides ; this Diſtinction is frivolous, and 
Ot miſapplied upon another Account. For, ſup- 
- poling that the Biſhop's Arguments ſhou'd 
only directly point at Negative Puniſhments, 
and the Dean's at Poſitive ones, (as they 
4 b do not, becauſe they comprehend promiſ- 
nd cuouſly all Temporal Puniſhment of what 
an, I kind ſocver) wou'd it follow from hence, 
in- that they were of different Opinions as to 
Zur the Power the Church and State has, in 
uy order 
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order to; puniſh Conſcience? No: They | 
wou'd ſtill agree in the main Point; vis. 
GOD was only to puniſh the Offence againſt 


Religion, and Human Hut bority the Diſtur- 
bance cauſed in the State, let the Puniſn- 


ment he Negative. or Poſitive, | 1 
Now tlie Difference of ſometimes talking 
of Negative Puniſnments, and ſometimes of 
Poſitive ones, is not a . Difference of Opi- 
nions, but only . a Difference: in Argument; #, 
and no more to the Dean's. Purpoſe, than 
: Difference of Time or Place would 
nn,, mort emma 
Can we ſay, that a Papiſt at Rome, and 


a Papiſi at London, are of different O J* 


pinions upon the Article of the Popes Su- 


premacy ; becauſe one happens to maintain. 


it in the North, and the other in the South ; | 
one at Nine-a-Clock in the Morning, the 
other at Three in the Aſternoon; one by 
Quotations from Scripture, the ther by Ar. 
guments from Reaſon ? In the ſame man- „ 
ner, the Biſhop of Bangor's Arguments point- 
ing at Negative Puniſhments, and the Dean's , 
at Poſitive ones, make not the leaſt Alte- 

ration in their Doctrine. They are Two 
Inflances , to make good the ſame Aſſer- 


tion. 


But 
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„ But all this while I am conſcious, the 
Dean is very much difturb'd at the Freedom 
take, in {tiling thoſe Temporal Sanctions 
Puniſbments, which He (out of the Abun- 
dance of his Lenity) thinks deſerve no other 
Name than that of Negative Diſcourage- 
ments. 
* To ſpeak fully to this Point, wou'd call 
me off to a New Controverſy, What I think 
proper to ſay at preſent, is this. *Tis not 
the ſoft, and ſoothing Language of the Exe- 
gutioner, that can abate the Smart of his 
Laſhes. And if the Dean is diſpoſed to 
Tall thoſe Things only Negative Diſcou- 
Fogements, which the Sufferers experience 
to be very Poſitive Injuries ; he wou'd do 
well to make the Cafe his own, and I be- 
Fieve he would alter his Language with his 
Condition. *Tis probable, he wou'd look 
upon the Negative Diſcouragements of be. 
Ing render'd incapable to poſſeſs a Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, of Paying Debts, Providing 
For Children, and giving em a good Edu— 
cation, rather to deſerve the Name of Pu- 
' #iſoments, than Twenty poſitive Box's 0'th* 
Far 


| In a word the Term is ridiculous as it 
15 applied, and wou'd juſtify Starving a Per- 
Jon for his Religion; becauſe it is a Nega- 


tive Diſcouragement only. But Puniſbment is 
Perſe- 


E 


Perſecution; and the Dean will not perſe- | 
Cute. | 


The Third Article of Difference a 18 1 
downright Impoſition upon Man's Reaſon; 


and ſuppoſes the Reader wou'd take it up- Te: 


on Truſt, The Biſhop 1s repreſented , as 


ſpeaking of Penalties, in regard of ſuch as th 


already believe: The Dean, of Penalties, Pi 


in order to force ſuch as don't believe. I S. 


have peruſcd their Sermons with great At- 
tention ; and I own, I cannot meet with this 
Diſtinction the Dean makes between the Ob- 
jets of the Puniſhments. But in caſe they 
did ſpeak of different Perſons, this alters 
not the Controverſy, or argues any Dif-3 


agreement between the Biſhop and the Dean. tc 


For the Arguments urged by 'em both, for 
not Puniſhing Conſcience with Temporal Pu- 
nijments, equally affects thoſe that believe, 
and thoſe that do not believe: And 'tis as 
much againſt the Nature of Chriſt's King- % 
dom , for a Papiſt to puniſh a Proteftant, 
becauſe he cannot believe a Purgatory, as 
for a Proteſtant to puniſh a Proteſtant, be- 
cauſe he won't give Alms upon a Motive 
of Religion, but only to avoid the Penalty 
of the La. | 5 1 


Things 


e. [ 19 ] 


Things, therefore, ſtand thus between his 
a Lordſbip and the Dean. 
„ His Lordſoip's Opinion is, That ſuch as al- 
p- ready believe, ought not to be puniſh'd for 
as Matters relating to Conſcience only, where 
he Publick Peace of the Community 1s not 
Tiſturb'd : And if the Dean's Words in his 
$ermon have any fixt Meaning, he is alſo of 
me ſame Opinion. | 
Lias alſo his Lordſbip's Perſuaſion, That ſuch 
-es don't, or can't believe, if by ſtanding off 
they give no Diſturbance to the Publick, they 
re not to be puniſh'd by Temporal Puniſh- 
ments. The Dean in like manner ſubſcribes 
to this. To what Purpoſe then is this Di- 
ſtinction of Believers and Disbelievers 2 *Tis 
only to throw Duſt in the Reader's Eyes, and 
make him think there is ſome Difference be- 
tween the Biſhop and the Dean, tho! it be all 


a Myſtery. 


} Having done with the- Dean's Arguments, 
by which he endeavour'd to diſengage himſelf 
From being a real Bangorian, as he in a man- 
ner own'd himſelf to be one in Words; I will 
in the next place demonſtrate, from the De- 
ſign of theſe Two Great Men in their Ser- 
mono, that they both govern'd themſelves by 


the ſame Principles, tho' upon different Views. 
9 2 | The 


20 3 

The Dean, ſuitably to the Occaſion offer'd 
him by the Fifth of November, engaged him- 
ſelf to attack a Practice of ſeveral Nations in 
Communion with the Church of Rome ; That 
it was Lawful to Puniſh Errors in Faith by 
Temporal Puniſhments : And the Powder-Plot © 
was ſuppoſed to be an Inſtance of this kind. 
Now in order to prove the Negative , the! 
Dean uſes ſeveral Learned Arguments, which 
all center in this Notion : That the Church 
of Chriſt upon Earth being a Spiritual Aing- 
dom ; and Human Laws being delign'd oy 4 
to keep up outward Order, and preſerve the 
Publick Peace; it was acting out of their} 
Sphere, to puniſh Errors in Faith ; and by! 
conſequence, Papiſts encouraging Perſecution *? 
on that account only, acted contrary to the 
Nature of Chriſt's King dom. 
Now the Biſhop of Bangor's Deſign in his 
Sermon, (if we may credit the Dean's Specu- 
lation, who after ſeveral Months found out 
the Secret) was to prepare the Way towards 
Repealing the Incapacitating Acis againſt the 
Proteſtant Diſſanters; and juſtly looking upon 
them as Puniſhments inflited on the Score of 
Conſcience, he endeavours to ſhew, (after the 
Dean's Method) that ſuch Laws were contra- 
ry to the Nature of Chriſt's Church; which f 
being a Spiritual Kingdom, no Human Autho- 

rity cou'd interfere there. { 
Now 31 
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Now can any Man doubt, after this, of a 
perfect Agreement between the Biſhop of Ban- 
n gor and the Dean? Their Words are the 
© fame ; their Meaning is the ſame ; and the 
Principles they go upon the ſame. All the 
Difference I am able to diſcover between them, 
is the End, or View of their Arguments; 
2 which tho' a real Difference, yet it ought to 
h be none, if the Dean would be pleas'd to re- 
h concile himſelf unto himſelf, and either recant 
the Doctrine in his Fifth of November Sermon, 
For call in his Conſiderations, and other Works 
lately publiſh'd againſt the Biſhop of Bangor: 
ir For it will require a great deal of Pains to 
maintain both Syſtems. Their Views, I ſay, 
were different, tho' their Principles were the 
je fame. The Dean wou'd not have the Papiſt 
$ puniſh the Conſcience of the Proteſtant ; — 
is he would have the High- Church a 
1- 3 puniſh the Diſſenting Proteſtant. The Papiſt 
at is not to oppreſs the Proteſtants Conſcience 
Is with the Articles of Purgatory, Tranſubſtan- 
le ſpigrien. Auricular Confeſſion, &c. Yet the Dean 
wou'd have his Church. Communion, his Unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion of the Miniſtry, his Divine 
Hierarc hy, &c. urged home to the Diſſenters. 
As if the ſame Premiſes did not call for the 
{ſame Inference; or that the Dean of Chiche- 
fler enjoy'd a Privilege to make the Law of 
60 Þ ſpeak Perſecution, or Indulgence, at 
w 3 his Pleaſure. 


I might 
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I might now drop my Pen, having abun. 
dantly ſatisfied the Demands of my Title- 
Page; but I muſt not omit a ſmall Ser- 
vice due to the Reverend Mr. Sykes, who, 
as he was the firſt who took upon him to re- 


claim the Dean from the Miſtakes he was 
involved in, in regard of his own Principles, ſo 
he has ſuffer'd very much for his unſeaſon- 


able Zeal. It ſeems, the Chaſtiſement was not 


taken with a Chriſtian Spirit. The Dean 
look'd down with Contempt upon him; and 
tho' he ſtoop'd fo low as to return ſome kind 
of Anſwer to Mr. Sykes's Charge, yet it tend- ? 
ed more to expole a pretended Incapacity in 
him that drew it up, than to ſatisfy the World 
upon the Subject of the Complaint. Nature 
broke looſe, in Defence of her own Irregula- 
rities : She committed unheard- of Cruelties; 
and poor Mr. Sykes was almoſt within Sight of 


Martyrdom for the Bangorian Cauſe. Some- 
times, with an Air of Diſdain, he is call'd, 
The good Man; The Letter-Writer ; The Bi- 


ſhop of Bangor's happy Choice: A Child ſcarce 
capable of being taught to read: A Man ex- 
cellently qualified to write a Book, upon a S]. 
ject he does not underſtand. Again; he is 
compared to 4 Slave riding in Triumph with a 
Roman Conſul ; and expoled, as one whom the 
Biſbop made choice of in the Humility of his 


Now 


Heart. 


2 „ * 


1 


eee r 


„ % | NÞ"="M PI 


C32 1 


Now theſe worthy Epithers, by a very eaſy 


and natural Comment, may be judg'd to mean 


Fool, Blochbead, and a very inſignificant Fel- 


15 


2 low. But the Dean thinks he has ſufficiently 
2? atton'd for this Language, by attributing the 
Tartneſs of his Stile to the firſt Motions of 


Nature, and not to Reflexion. It was, ſays 


he, Nature Vitium, non Animi, *Tis proba- 
ble, there may be as little good Manners, and 
® Chriſtianity, in one that expoſes ſuch a Con- 
duct, as in the Conduct it ſelf : Yet I don't 


think Nature Vitium wou'd be a ſufficient Plea, 


Y 
1 
1 
* 


ſince all Villanies whatever are owing to the 
Zuncheck'd Sallies of Nature. But let it be that 
it was only Nature Vitium, to be troubled 
with ſuch Overflowings of the Gall: *Twill 
be a hard Matter to perſuade the World, that 
© Nature Vitium cou'd make 4 Perſon of Weight 
and Abilities contradi& himſelf in ſo many In- 
? ſtances ; or that there is nothing of Reflexion, 
*in adhering to a Miſtake after ſo publick an 
Admonition. 
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In a few Days will be publiſi”d, 
'F 7 E Proteſtant Expoſtulator, upon the 


Modern Controverſies between the Bi- 
ſhop of Bangor and the Reverend Dr. Sher- 
lock, Law, Snape, Trapp, and the reſt of the 
Anti-Bangorian Party. Part I, A General 
Anſwer, diſcovering the Evil Tendency of 
the Anti-Bangorian Principles. By V. Daven- 
port, M. A. Printed for J. Roberts. Price 
Six-Pence. 
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